
 

 
The interoperability challenge 

Samy Gaiji 

Senior Programme Officer for Science 

Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) 

 

Montreal, October 2013 



Gateway 

Registry 





• Open data. 

• License free. 

• Open source implementation. 

• Building on existing services and 

tools (e.g. GBIF web services). 

• All Partners can contribute and 

retrieve data. 

• All information is properly cited. 

 

Principles 





How does it look like? 



> 2,200 species 
> 120 countries 



Shared view by species 



Shared view by country 



How to submit data? 



 Submit a list of country, 

territories, islands etc. 

 Submit a list of species and verify it 

against authoritative references. 

Declare the presence of species in 
given locations (at given time). 

Declare the native and invasive 
ranges of species. 

Provide more information 
about the invasiveness status. 

More… 







• Develop data sharing agreements. 

• Finalize testing of data 

upload/download with all existing 

partners. 

• Decide on final platform to adopt. 

• Integrate web services with 

Gateway and identified use-cases. 

• Initiate data quality assessments. 

• Initiate data mobilization for key 

taxa/regions (e.g. Africa) 

 

Next steps 
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