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Purpose of Partnership 

Global-scale cooperation to 
Maximize capacity of CBD Parties & partners to prevent, 

control and eradicate IAS though: 

access 

exchange 

analysis 

and effective application  

of  

information and the informatics tools needed 

in a timely and reliable manner 

 



Meeting the Purpose 

• Develop effective means of communication 
(not a one-way process!) 

• Rapid and effective response to needs 

• Make information and tools available to 
Parties 

• Make available what is in place 

• Create what is not in place - develop novel 
resources 

 

 



GIASIPartnership Gateway 

• The Gateway is our web-based means of delivering 
information 

• The 2012 London Workshop set out what it should do: 
– Deliver information on Tools, Resources, Experts, 

Literature, Policy, Taxonomy, Pathways, Databases, Species 
Lists etc 

– Provide a means of communication  

– Allow upload of documents, images etc 

– Be searchable 

• To be a Delivery System rather than a separate 
resource 



GIASIPartnership Gateway 

 

 

• A Drupal-based system created by a team 
based in NHM was available as a basis to 
construct a pilot Gateway 

• This was demonstrated at COP11 

• In past 12 months Partnership has worked to 
make it a functional resource for Parties 





GIASIPartnership Gateway:  
Hyperlinks to external websites 

• Major content element  
– ca 670 sites/pages listed  

– Each with brief description, keyword, hyperlink 

– Effort made to link to key resources within sites, not 
just sites 

• Links all held on searchable database  

• Displayed on pages according to content 

e.g. 
http://giasipartnership.myspecies.info/resources/1
4589/14594  

http://giasipartnership.myspecies.info/resources/14589/14594




GIASIPartnership Gateway:  
Species lists 

• List of species names from Partners’ databases 

• Name in format and spelling of original 

• Names in classification from Catalogue of Life 

• System can accommodate taxonomic corrections 

• Each name record: 
– Can link to external resources (CABI, FishBase etc) 

– Can retrieve external information (Encyclopedia of 
Life, IUCN Red List, BHL, GOOGLE Scholar, NCBI) 

– Can upload images, text, references, specimen data 

http://giasipartnership.myspecies.info/plant-and-fungal-
species/pteridium-aquilinum 

http://giasipartnership.myspecies.info/plant-and-fungal-species/pteridium-aquilinum


GIASIPartnership Gateway:  
Hyperlinks to external websites 

• Current page structure suggested by 2011 
workshop 

• 2012 Workshop tested it against real scenarios 

•  -> recommended it was restructured to match 
workflows – more of this later 

 

http://giasipartnership.myspecies.info/resources/14580/14588 

http://giasipartnership.myspecies.info/resources/14580/14588


GIASIPartnership Gateway: 
Information exchange 

• Users can register and add content to the site 
– Range of permissions 

• Events Module 
• News feed (also RSS feed) 
• Comments 
• Forum 

– Potential for discussions, questions, information 
exchange 

– Requires some moderation, but mainly participation – 
resource / time issue 

http://giasipartnership.myspecies.info/content/news
http://giasipartnership.myspecies.info/event


GIASIPartnership Gateway:  
Literature list 

• Requested in 2012 London workshop 

• Ca 9,500 references on Invasive Species 

• Each of which can be: 
– tagged with species names 

– linked to web resource or uploaded paper 

• 2013 London Workshop suggested need 
better met by links to Partner bibliographies  
– Currently through static links to pages 

– in future will be more dynamic 



GIASIPartnership Gateway: 
Information exchange 

• Some possibilities not implemented: 

– Pages can be added, e.g. by individual projects for 
their own use or to share (can be private) 

– Specimen data can be added and maps created 

– Blogs 

 



GIASIPartnership Gateway: 
Assessment 

• Use of Google 
Analytics 

• Comments on site 

• Feedback at meetings 

 

• Project to understand 
workflows and uses 

 

 



Next Steps 

• 2013 Workshop suggested a better 
arrangement of pages would be to mirror 
workflows 

 

 





Next Steps 

Improve ability to access information through 
development of Registry 

 

 

 



What you can do 

Please try the site 

 

http://giasipartnership.myspecies.info/  

Register as a user 

Leave feedback 

Visit us at the Interactive Kiosk - Foyer level 5 

Join the Partnership 


